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News from HOPE Services   

October is National Disability 

Employment Awareness 

Month (NDEAM), and we are 

excited to spread the word! 

     NDEAM is held each October to honor the many contributions people with disabilities make to 

America’s workplaces and economy and to showcase inclusive workplace     policies that benefit 

both employers and employees. This year’s theme is “Advancing   Access and Equity”.  

Henry County Board of DD celebrates NDEAM throughout October in various ways to bring aware-

ness and education to the topic of Employment First. 

     HCBDD would like to recognize Partners In Employment, Northwest Placement Services, COREe, 

and 4A Housing for their on-going commitment to Employment First and for providing exceptional 

services to individual’s entering the workforce.  

      Individuals with disabilities add value and talent to our workplaces and communities.  In addi-

tion, we would also like to thank the following employers who have/had employed an individual 

with disabilities this past year.  

 
All God’s Children   Amcor Rigid Plastics   Americold Logistics  
American Road Diner     Applebee’s    Arby’s   
Baughman Farms   Barn Restaurant   Biggby Coffee    
Bil-Jax     Brookview Healthcare Center  Burger King/Napoleon & Defiance 
Chief Supermarket   Clean Care Inc.      Clubhouse Pizza  
Cooper Standard Automotive  Dairy Queen    It’s Not Just Pizza  
Danuvial Service Solutions     Defiance Area YMCA   Dollar General     
Dollar Tree    Easy Living LLC    Elmwood Staffing    
Henry County Courthouse  HOPE Services      Genacross Lutheran Services  
Goodwill Industries   HPJ Industries    JAC Products   
Keller Packaging   KK Collision    Kroger Marketplace     
Log Cabin Tavern   Little Caesar’s Pizza/Defiance  Love’s Travel Shop  
Lowe’s Home Improvement    Marco’s Pizza    Mama Roses    
Mayville Engineering Company  Mc Donald’s/Napoleon & Wauseon Napoleon Party Mart   
Northwest State Community College Ollie’s Bargain Outlet   Petro Travel Center 
Pisanello’s Pizza   Pizza Hut/Wauseon   Sanoh America Inc.    
Sauder Manufacturing   Sauder Woodworking   Sauder Village 
Shafer’s Truck & RV Sales  Taco Bell     Top Dog     
Time Staffing    Wal-Mart Super Center/Napoleon, Defiance & Wauseon  
Wood County Board of DD 
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Darwin Becker is a Service Coordinator in 
our Early Intervention department. She lives 
in Napoleon and enjoys beading, painting, 
and tennis.  

 
Welcome Darwin!  

October 13 is National Train Your Brain Day 
On October 13, National Train Your Brain Day challenges us to improve our thinking power.   

   Exercising the brain is important.  Routine activities don’t keep the mind sharp.  This day encour-
ages people to expand and exercise their brain to use more of its potential capacity.  To do that, 
according to nationaldaycalendar.com/national-train-your-brain-day-ocober-13, we need to break 
out of our routines and try new activities or relearn old ones because the brain gets bored.  
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As computer technology continues to advance, 

we have increased opportunities for personal 

growth and connection to our communities, but 

also an increased need to protect ourselves from 

online dangers. We have asked Rob Elston, Inves-

tigative Agent for NOWAC, for information on 

exploitation and misappropriation trends in our 

NWO region, and how to protect ourselves from 

these risks.  DODD defines these two categories 

of MUIs as follows:  

“Misappropriation” means “depriving, defrauding, or otherwise obtaining the real or personal property of an indi-

vidual by any means prohibited by the Revised Code (including chapters 2911 and 2913)” (OAC 5123:2-17-02). 

“Exploitation” means the unlawful or improper act of using an individual or an individual’s resources for monetary 

or personal benefit, profit, or gain (OAC 5123:2-17-02). 

Misappropriation & Exploitation cases over the past 3-years: 

                                               Misappropriation                 Exploitation 
2019 cases:                                                  16                                           3 
2020 cases:                                                 15                                          3 
2021 cases:                                                  11                                          1 
2022 cases:                                                    14                                         4 
To Date 2023 cases:                                    13                                          3 

Trends: 

There has been an increase this year (2023, 5 cases) pertaining to SNAP (food stamp) cards being accessed 
from unknown perpetrators in other states & making unauthorized purchases.  

Most exploitation cases are due to individuals being tricked/duped by unknown people while online (Facebook 
groups, Facebook messenger, Instagram, WhatsApp, other forms of social media communication apps).   

Warnings: 

Ensure SNAP card security codes are set up & changed on a regular basis. 
Ensure SNAP card balances are being reconciled after each use and/or on a regular basis. 
The perpetrators are using or makes threats to individuals, asking them to purchase gift cards & send the card 

information to them, so they can use the money on the gift card without a trace.  
NEVER purchase anything for someone online, never give out personal information (address, birthdate, place 

of birth, social security number, driver’s license number, bank information, or passwords for any accounts/
apps/stores), and NEVER send money in any form to someone you have met online.  

In almost all of these scenarios, if someone is asking for money to be sent to them, this is a scam to get your 
money and you will receive nothing in return. Even on dating apps, if someone is asking for money, they 
aren’t interested in dating, just taking advantage of you. 

If you have suspicions that something isn’t right with someone you meet online, go to a trusted friend/staff 
person/family member to get advice.  

 
Have fun online, but stay safe! 
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 Here are the people celebrating birthdays in  

October. 

 

  Sydney Fein                        Zachary Wendt 

  Melissa Spencer                   Robert Rosebrock 

  Teresa Baser                       Holly Helberg 

  Nicolaus Wainscott               Christopher Scarberry 

  Brandon Gomez                   Matthew Flory 

  Juan Delgado, Jr                  Nathaniel Vogelsong 

  Keon Fields 

 

Employment anniversaries in October: 

 

  Zach Meister— 5 years at HOPE Services 

  Holly Helberg - 5 years at Marco’s Pizza 

 



 

Listen to WNDH 103.1 every Thursday at 

12:20 p.m. for more 

information about  

HOPE Services. 
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Kelly’s Column 

October is observed as National Disability Employment Month 

(NDEAM).  Hiring someone with a disability is a win-win situation. By 

embracing diversity, you create an inclusive and supportive work envi-

ronment.  People with disabilities bring valuable skills, fresh perspec-

tives, and a strong work ethic.  They demonstrate adaptability, prob-

lem-solving, resilience, and creativity.  Their unique experiences foster 

innovation and collaboration.  Moreover, hiring individuals with disabil-

ities promotes a positive image for your company, enhances customer 

loyalty and opens new market opportunities.  By embracing inclusivity, 

you create a more equitable society and contribute to breaking down 

barriers.  Together, let’s build a diverse and empowered workforce that 

celebrates everyone’s abilities.  

Sincerely,  

Kelly Aldrich 

The Voices of HOPE group met Septem-

ber 19th to talk about social etiquette.  

The officers acted out skits of social do’s 

and don'ts Our next meeting will be held 

October 30th.  Nicole Shank for the Hen-

ry County Health Department will be 

joining us to talk about  cold/flu/ season, 

covid and proper mask wearing.  We 

hope you can join us.  Light refreshments 

will be available along with a door prize.  
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CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW: RISK FACTORS FOR HEARING LOSS 

 

“Infant hearing loss stands out as the most common congenital sensory dis-
order. Its late detection compromises speech, language and cognitive skills 
essential for optimal early childhood development. Auditory cortex and neu-
ral connections develop with acoustic stimuli [1]. Globally, over 665,000 ba-
bies are born annually with significant hearing loss and this estimate in-
creases with age, almost doubling by age of nine years 
[2].” (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4240481/) 

 
We have been asked what puts a young child at risk for hearing loss. Prior 
to the institution of Universal Newborn Hearing Screening (UNHS), hospi-
tals used the High Risk Registry to sift out newborns who should be re-
ferred for a hearing check. The registry is a list of conditions that put a 
child at risk for hearing loss. While 50% of newborns with hearing loss will not exhibit any of these risk factors, this 
list is handy for EI professionals to keep in mind.  These factors are particularly important for infants who do not pass 
their UNHS but have not gone in for a diagnostic audiological evaluation, as well as for infants who did pass their 
UNHS but show signs of communication/auditory delays later.  

 
High Risk for Hearing Loss: 

Family history of permanent hearing loss in childhood 

Maternal infections during pregnancy or delivery (Toxoplasmosis, Syphilis, HIV, Hepatitis B, Rubella, CMV, Herpes 
simplex, and others) 

Physical problems of the head, face, ears, or neck (cleft lip/palate, ear pits/tags, atresia, and others) 

Ototoxic medications given in the neonatal period 

Syndrome associated with hearing loss (Pendred, Usher, Waardenburg, and neurofibromatosis) 

Admission to a neonatal intensive care unit greater than 5 days 

Prematurity (< 37 weeks) 

Hyperbilirubinemia  

 

Other reasons to consider scheduling a hearing test: 

Parent/caregiver concern regarding hearing 

Delays in speech/language development 

Recurrent middle ear infections or one episode lasting < 3 months 

Head trauma associated with loss of consciousness or skull fracture 

Bacterial meningitis and other infections (mumps, encephalitis, viral labyrinthitis) 

Exposure to potentially damaging noise levels 

Ototoxic medications received at any time 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4240481/#B1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4240481/#B2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4240481/
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Special Olympics News 

September brought the end of softball season.  Our team did not make it on to state, but we had a great season.  
We learned many new skills.  The start of September, we were able to fully roll out our new flag football program 
thanks to generous community donations to pay for our new equipment and uniforms. Thank you to the Elks 
($2,829), the American Legion, Napoleon ($500), and the Napoleon Lions Club ($200). We have 20 athletes signed 
up, so we have two teams.  We get to bring one of those teams to the Special Olympics Ohio Fall Flag Football state 
event in Geneva, Ohio at the end of October. 

We have been able to participate in some unique experiences lately when pairing up with other local programs.  A 
few of our athletes were able to play in a mud volleyball tournament with the Wood County Wildcats.  It was a great 
time with great memories made.  We thank Wood County for inviting us and we cannot wait until next year.  

Another amazing opportunity was that our Cougar Cheer squad was invited to cheer at a Patrick Henry Football 
game on 9/1 along with the Patrick Henry Cheerleaders.  They spent time practicing together and learning each oth-
er’s chants.  Our Cougars had a great time, and the mascots became great friends.  Thank you to everyone who 
made this possible for our Cougar athletes. 

Bowling is our longest running sport.  It runs from September through April.  This year has brought out booming 
numbers.  On Tuesday afternoons you will hear the cheers and laughs fill River City Bowl-a-way.  Our first week was 
full of smiles and hugs! 

On 9/17 we were invited to bowl at the 2023 Heartland Collegiate Athletic Unified Bowling tournament in Indianapo-
lis.  Our team of TJ Stover, Domenik Neumeier, Jacob Heath, Caitlin McCafferty, Jennifer Cordes, Jaeson Donnett, 
and Jerry Rettig bowled alongside athletes from Defiance College.  There was lots of bowling, lots of dancing and 
fun.  In the end our team placed 6th in the tournament!!  Thanks to Defiance College Athletics for inviting us to par-
ticipate. 

Just a few days later, our flag football team was able to attend a practice in a Defiance College football practice.  We 
were able to run some drills and practice with their football players.  Learning some tricks from the pros was a great 
treat for us.  Thanks to Coach Bill and the football players. 

The last weekend of the month brought a busy weekend for both our golf and equestrian team.  The golf team at-
tended Special Olympics Ohio Fall State Golf tournament in Cincinnati, Ohio.  This year we had 3 unified teams and 
2 golfers participating in the singles divisions.  Domenik Neumeier and Brad Booth placed 2nd in their division, Juan 
Delgado and Garrett Burkey placed 4th in their division, and Nate Vogelsong and David Little place 3rd in their divi-
sion.  Khristian Miller placed 4th in his division, and Jacob Heath tied for 1st in his division.  We had a great weekend 
playing golf and exploring Cincinnati. 

The same weekend, the equestrian team attended the 3rd annual Ponies and Pancakes Horse show at Dusty Boots in 
Weston.  Here are their placings: 

Lydia Kuehner – 1st in Showmanship, 5th in Barrels 

Bob Rosebrock – 1st in Showmanship, 3rd in Pattern/Trot 

Suzanne Dewese – 5th in Pattern Asst, 5th in Rail Assist 

TJ Stover – 4th in Pattern Asst, 4th in Rail Assist 

Jaeson Donnett – 1st in Ground Poles, 5th in Rail Trot 

Elizabeth Helberg – 1st in Showmanship, 4th in Horsemanship 

Anthony Cline – 2nd in Rail Assist, 2nd in Pattern Assist 
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Winter sports practices will all be starting soon.  If you have not already signed up, or if you are interested in a sport, 
please contact Zach or Renita right away.  For Winter 2023-24 we will have basketball teams for all ages and abilities, 
swimming, powerlifting, esports, and of course bowling.  Schedules have already went out, so if you have not received 
one, please contact us. 

On December 2 from 10-2 at the Filling Home Gym, we will be hosting our first annual Community Inclusion Basket-
ball Games.  This event is open to anyone who likes to play basketball.  This is your chance to play with our Cougars!!!  
Participants will be paired up in teams of 5 to play quarters against our Henry County Cougar basketball teams.  There 
is no cost to play, and all participants will receive a uniform shirt.  We are very excited to continue a theme of Commu-
nity Inclusion!   

The holidays are right around the corner.  We have the perfect gifts for our Cougar fans!  Order Cougar Spirit wear for 
your favorite athletes.  You can also purchase a shirt for an athlete as a gift for them and it helps our program also.  
This can be done as a secret gift, or we can attach your name as a donor.  We offer short sleeve shirts, sweatshirts, 
yard signs, and a limited supply of cups.  Please contact Zach 419-260-2176 or Renita 419-601-2372 with questions or 
to place an order. 

As always Henry 
County, we thank 
everyone for your 
support!   

Have a wonderful 
fall! 

Coach Zach 

Coach Renita  
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HOPE Services Foundation, Inc. 
 

HOPE Services Foun-

dation held there an-

nual Sworden’s BBQ 

fundraiser. This year 

319 meals were sold.  

Thank-you to every-

one who purchased a 

meal and those that 

volunteered to serve 

it.  

If you are interested in donating to the HOPE Services Foun-

dation or for more information about the Foundation you 

can call the HOPE Services offices at 419-599-2892  and  ask 

for Tiffany Swihart.   
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135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  dis-

cover, pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

HOPE 

Services 
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