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Finding Strength in the Struggle 

Local Author Brooke Ward Shares Her Story 

During Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month 

September is Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month, and HOPE Services is 

proud to highlight an inspiring local voice — Brooke Ward, an author, 

advocate, and Napoleon resident who is using her story to spread awareness, 

hope, and strength. 

At just 15 years old, Brooke’s life changed forever after an alcohol-related car 

accident left her a C4 quadriplegic. Doctors gave her less than a year to live. 

Twenty-one years later, Brooke is thriving — and now she’s sharing her 

journey in her memoir, If It Ain’t Brooke, Don’t Fix It. 

"I don’t want to be ‘fixed.’ This is who I am. This is my story." 

— Brooke Ward 

A Book Born from Resilience  

The idea for Brooke’s memoir started with journaling on her phone. A friend 

encouraged her to turn her words into something bigger. “It’s my life — the 

ups, the downs, the realness,” Brooke said. “It’s about injury, but also family, 

parenting, addiction, loss — really, just life. If it helps even one person, it’s 

worth it.” 

Breaking Misconceptions  

Brooke hopes to challenge common misunderstandings about spinal cord injuries. 

"One of the biggest misconceptions is that we’re all the same. But every person 

with a spinal cord injury has a unique story. We’re not a diagnosis — we’re individuals." 

She also emphasizes the importance of community support and education: “Educate yourself. Advocate. Volunteer. Be kind. You never know 

when something like this could touch your life or someone you love.” 

Upcoming Events  

Book Release & Signing   Author Talk & Signing 

American Legion Annex, Napoleon  Holgate Library 

September 27 | 1–6 p.m.   October 18 | 11 a.m.–Noon 
 

Words of Advice  

When asked what message she would share with others living with SCI, Brooke 

offered heartfelt encouragement: 

"Learn everything you can. Ask for help. Love yourself first. For 

families — be patient. Support means everything. There will be 

tears, there will be laughs. But it’s worth it. We’re worth it." 

And her outlook on life? 

"Life is a test — you only get one. Be safe, have fun, and get weird with it!" 

HOPE Services celebrates Brooke’s resilience and thanks her for sharing her journey with our community. Join us this September in raising 

awareness for Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month. 
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World Lymphoma Awareness Day on September 15 is dedicated to informing the public about cancers of the lymphatic 
system. 

The lymphatic system is made up of a vast network of vessels, branching out into every tissue of our body. They 
contain a colorless fluid called Lymph. This intricate system of fluid and vessels act as a transport system carrying 
lymphocytes. These specialized white blood cells fight infection.   

When lymphoma develops, it attacks the lymphocytes making it difficult for our bodies to fight infection. These cells 
are found throughout our body, not just our lymph nodes. Lymph nodes live in our bone marrow, spleen and our 
blood. 

There are over 30 types of lymphoma with two main subtypes - Hodgkins lymphoma and non-Hodgkins lymphoma. 

Symptoms include: 

*lymph node swelling *fatigue that persists *night sweats *fever *difficulty catching breath 

*unexplained weight loss    

According to the National Institute of Health, in the United States in 2019, an estimated 74,200 new cases of non-
Hodgkins lymphoma was reported.  Of all new cancer cases reported, non-Hodgkins lymphoma accounts for 4.2%. 

I found this information on www.nationaldaycalendar.com/international/world-lymphoma-awareness-day-september-15 

                                                               -submitted by Stephanie Jones 

Know someone who 
would make an 

awesome volunteer? 

Share this opportunity 
with them and help us 
reach more individuals 

who are eager to make a 
difference! 

Are you passionate about 
creating inclusive and 

empowering experiences 
for individuals with 

special needs? Do you 
want to make a positive 

impact in your 
community? If so, we 

invite you to volunteer 
with us for our upcoming 

Special Olympics and 
HARC recreational 

events! 

Contact Zach Meister  for 
Special Olympics  at 

419-260-2176 or 
Randy Barnes for HARC  

Recreation at 
419-591-6798. 
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HARC Recreation Calendar—Youth 
September 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up (required)  Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

DATE EVENT TIME COST LOCATION 

Wednesday Sept. 10, 2025 Cook Night 5:00 pm-7:00 pm $5.00  HOPE Activity Center 

Sunday, September 14, 2025 Mud Hens 12:00 pm-5:00 pm $20+ money to eat Fifth Third Field-Toledo 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 Tigers Game vs. Atl 10:00 am-7:00pm $36 + money to eat Comerica Park-Detroit 

September 22-26, 2025 Lancaster Bus Trip 8:00 am leave   Pennsylvania 

DATE EVENT TIME COST Sign up required LOCATION 

Sunday, September 28, 2025 Kids Day at the Park 10:00 am-4:00 pm $10.00   TBA 

HARC Recreation Calendar 
September 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up (required)  Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 



Do you have an article or photos to submit ?  We are always looking 

for stories.  Submit items of interest to Keri Bunke: 

kbunke@henrydd.org 
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Shine in the Show Ring!  

A huge thank you to everyone who 

organizes, volunteers, and supports this 

incredible event each year. Your hard work 

and dedication make it all possible—and it 

truly shows in the smiles and memories 

made in the ring. 

The Fair Kept Us All Busy! 

 

Superintendent Kelly Rieke and Community Relations Coordinator Keri 

Bunke spent a few hours representing HOPE Services at the Henry 

County booth in the Merchant Building. 

They enjoyed connecting with so many people walking through — such 

a fun way to share what we do and soak in the fair atmosphere! 

 

We had a blast at the Henry County Fair Parade — and we’re proud to share that we 

placed 3rd in the Organizational Category!  

Our entry featured a conveyor belt with workers “moving” boxes labeled with the 

services HOPE provides — Early Intervention, School Age, Transition, and Adult 

Services — along with plenty of HOPE Services staff, families, and our amazing Henry 

County Special Olympics Cougars. 

It was the perfect way to show how we are all Moving Forward with the Henry County 

Fair together, as a community! 
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Our walls just got a whole lot brighter! 

We are thrilled to unveil our new mural at HOPE Services, beautifully 

completed by the talented team at Soaring Arts Studio! 

This vibrant artwork is more than just colors—it represents the values that 

guide our work every day: 

HOPE, Purpose, Employment, Community, Support, Advocacy, Independence, 

and Dignity. 

A huge THANK YOU to the artists who poured their heart and creativity into 

this piece. Your work brings joy, inspiration, and a true reflection of what 

HOPE means to us all.  
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RSVP Today! 

Voices of HOPE Serving Up Snacks & Smiles! 
 

Voices of HOPE 
officers Shannon 
Allen & Christina 
Clark along with 
Jackie Allen, Keri 
Bunke & Melinda 
Camp (not 
pictured) had a 
great time working 
the HARC 
concession stand 
at The Henry 
County Fair! 
 
Thank you to everyone who stopped by for a treat and helped 
support HARC and all they do for our community. Together, 
we’re making a difference—one hot dog and popcorn at a 
time! 

**Make sure that you are 

contacting Keri Bunke to RSVP to 

events. Call 419-599-2892 or 

email at kbunke@henrydd.org 
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135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Scan Code to sign up 

for the newsletter! 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  discover, 

pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

Seeing Potential – Inspiring Opportunities 


