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Welcome Our New Board Member! 

HOPE Services is excited to welcome Harmony Downing as the newest member of 

the Henry County Board of Developmental Disabilities! 

We appreciate her dedication to our mission and look forward to the positive impact 

she will make in supporting individuals with developmental disabilities in our 

community. 

(Pictured are Harmony and Kelly Rieke, Superintendent)  
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Meet “The Best” – A Teammate Who Always Goes the Extra Mile 
 

Around the store, there’s one nickname that stands out: “The Best.” It’s a title 
affectionately given to Johnathon by his coworkers, and for good reason. Day after day, 
he proves just how fitting it is. 
 

Whether it’s stepping in to lend a hand when a task needs an extra push, sharing 
knowledge with newer team members, or simply offering a positive word to brighten 
someone’s day, Johnathon consistently goes above and beyond. His willingness to help 
doesn’t stop at his own responsibilities he looks out for the entire team, ensuring that 
everyone has what they need to succeed. 
 

Coworkers say his dedication makes the workplace feel more like a community. “He’s 
always there when you need him,” one team member shared. “No matter how busy 
things get, he makes time to help and that’s why we call him The Best.” 

 

It’s employees like Johnathon who set the tone for teamwork and create a culture of support. His actions remind us 
that success isn’t just about individual effort it’s about lifting each other up along the way. 
 
Thank you, Johnathon, for living up to your nickname and showing us all what it means to be The Best! 
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Synergy Conference 
Highlights 

Our group of advocates had an inspiring trip to 
the Synergy Conference, filled with powerful 
speakers, new ideas, and renewed motivation to 
bring back to our community. 

Key Takeaways from Our Favorite Sessions 
 

Jan Spence – Cheer Leadership  
Jan brought high energy and real-life sports stories to show how small, intentional actions and 

words can build trust, 
engagement, and a positive 
culture. She reminded us that 
anyone can be a leader simply 
by lifting others up. 

John & Mark Cronin – John’s 
Crazy Socks 
John and his dad shared how a 
dream became a thriving 
business centered on joy, 

inclusion, and purpose. Their message was clear: inclusion 
creates stronger workplaces, better communities, and more 
happiness. Their 
challenge to us—
“Spread 
Happiness”—
stuck with 
everyone. 

Cody Byrns – 
E.P.I.C. 
Resilience 
Cody shared his 
journey of 
surviving a life-changing tragedy and introduced his E.P.I.C. 

framework for 
resilience. His story 
encouraged us to shift 
perspective, build 
strength through 
adversity, and keep 
moving forward with 
purpose. 

Bringing the 
Inspiration Home 
 

We returned from Synergy feeling grateful, motivated, and full of 

fresh ideas to support our mission and community. The messages of 

leadership, inclusion, and resilience will continue to guide our work 

every day. 

Please bring a canned good or personal care item. We 
plan to donate to the current food drive on behalf of 

Voice of HOPE.  

RSVP at this link: 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/qscx483/
lp/cddc1cdb-1718-4f3a-a2f5-9005e169a7ef 

Call, text or email Keri Bunke 
419-599-2892 
419-966-3239 
kbunke@henrydd.org 

Or scan the code to RSVP! 



135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Scan Code to sign up 

for the newsletter! 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  discover, 

pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

Seeing Potential – Inspiring Opportunities 


