
July 2025 

Support our self-advocates by 
purchasing Voices of HOPE stickers—
now available! 
 

Stop by the front desk at the HOPE 
Services oƥce or contact Keri Bunke 
for more details at 
kbunke@henrydd.org or 

419-599-2892. 
 

Every sticker sold helps support 
advocacy, inclusion, and community 
engagement. 
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Disability Has No Look: 
Why It’s Time to Change the Way We See 

 

When many people think of disability, they picture a wheelchair. 
While mobility impairments are real and valid, this narrow view 
excludes a wide range of disabilities that are not immediately 
visible. Conditions like autism, ADHD, anxiety, chronic pain, 
epilepsy, and many others often go unnoticed — yet they 
deeply aơect the individuals who live with them every day. 
It’s time to shift the narrative. 
We must normalize in both the classroom and the community 
that disability has no single look. Children, teens, and adults may 
face challenges that aren’t obvious but are just as real. By 

recognizing that not all disabilities are visible, we create a more inclusive, understanding environment where 
everyone feels seen, supported, and valued. 
Educators, peers, employers, and neighbors all play a role in shaping this inclusive mindset. It starts with 
compassion, continues with education, and results in a society that doesn’t judge based on appearance. 

  Volunteer at the Henry County Fair Milkshake Stand – Serve Up 
Smiles! 
Looking for a fun and meaningful way to spend a summer day? Students 
ages 14 to 22 are invited to volunteer at the Milkshake Stand at the Henry 
County Fair on Thursday, August 7, 2025! 
 

Why volunteer? 

✔ Earn volunteer hours 

✔ Build teamwork and communication skills 

✔ Serve delicious milkshakes to the community 

✔ Have fun and make new friends! 
 

Details: 
  Location: Henry County Fairgrounds – Milkshake Stand 

⏰ Shifts: Between 11:00 AM and 5:00 PM 

  Date: Thursday, August 7, 2025 

  Who Can Help: Youth ages 14–22 

  Experience: No experience needed – training provided! 
 

Sign Up Deadline: July 18 

  Contact Mel Dachenhaus or Melinda Camp at 419-599-2892 to reserve 
your shift. 
 
Be part of a favorite fair tradition—and make a difference, one milkshake at 
a time! 
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Know someone who 
would make an 
awesome volunteer? 

Share this opportunity 
with them and help us reach more individuals 
who are eager to make a diơerence! 

Are you passionate about creating inclusive and 
empowering experiences for individuals with 
special needs? Do you want to make a positive 
impact in your community? If so, we invite you 
to volunteer with us for our upcoming Special 
Olympics and HARC recreational events! 

Contact Zach Meister  for Special Olympics  at 
419-260-2176 or Randy Barnes  for HARC  
Recreation at 419-591-6798. 
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Overview 

Prader-Willi (PRAH-dur VIL-e) syndrome is a rare genetic condition that leads to physical, mental and 
behavioral problems. A key feature of Prader-Willi syndrome is a sense of being hungry all the time. 

People with Prader-Willi syndrome want to eat all the time because they never feel full. This is called 
hyperphagia. As a result, they usually find it hard to manage their weight. Many complications of Prader-Willi 
syndrome are due to obesity. 

A team of different types of specialists can best manage the symptoms of Prader-Willi syndrome. The team 
approach to this complex condition makes complications less likely and improves quality of life. 
 

Causes 

Prader-Willi syndrome is a genetic condition that is caused by an error in one or more genes. Although it's not 
known exactly what causes Prader-Willi syndrome, the problem lies in the genes in a region of chromosome 
15. 

-submitted by Stephanie Jones 

www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prader-willi-syndrome/symptoms-causes/syc-20355997 
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Follow Henry County Board of Developmental Disabilities  on Facebook to keep up 
to date with all the latest updates and information! 

 

Cook Night sponsored 

by HARC Inc.  

This month the group prepared 5-Way Cincy Chili and Peanut Butter Apple Dessert.. These recipes were 
prepared by Dallas, Abbie, Linda, Jacob, and Kateena.  This was a great meal! We added the new recipes to 
our cookbooks and discussed our thoughts about the meal. If you are interested in joining the group sign 
up by contacting Randy Barnes at 419-591-6498 or 419-599-2892.  HOPE to see you next month! 

Ohio's 2025 Expanded Sales Tax Holiday 

Sales Tax Holiday for 2025 will be held from 12:00 a.m. on August 1 until 11:59 p.m. on August 14. 

Dates: August 1, 12:00 a.m. – August 14, 11:59 p.m. 

Eligible Items: Almost all tangible personal property priced at $500 or less is tax-free. 

Exclusions: The following items will still be taxed: 

Watercraft or outboard motors, Motor vehicles, Alcoholic beverages, Tobacco products, Vapor products, Items containing marijuana 
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Henry County Special Olympics: July 2025 Newsletter 

June was a month full of energy, community spirit, and athletic excellence for the 
Henry County Special Olympics. From torch runs to tee-offs, our athletes and 
supporters came together to celebrate inclusion, determination, and fun. 

 

The month kicked off with our 2025 Law Enforcement Torch Run through 
downtown Napoleon on June 5. Starting at 10:30 AM, local law enforcement 
officers, athletes, and community members ran side by side, carrying the Flame of 
Hope to raise awareness and support for the Special Olympics. The parade of 
athletes and enthusiastic supporters really highlighted the strong bond between 
law enforcement and the Special Olympics community.   
 

The next week, we headed to the Special Olympics Ohio Summer Games in 
Columbus.  This year we took a team of bowlers, the Traditional Volleyball team, 
three powerlifters, and the track and field team for the competition.  We spent the 

weekend on the campus of OSU, and with a bus load of Buckeye fans, it was an awesome experience.  There 
were almost 5,000 athletes from around Ohio that were competing. The teams returned home from 
Columbus with medals, memories, and moments of inspiration after a weekend of spirited competition and 
camaraderie. 
 

Jacob Heath was honored to carry the Flame of HOPE during the opening ceremonies on Friday night.  He 
was part of the 3rd leg of the Torch ceremony.  His 
teammates and family were there to cheer him 
on.  Jacob is the Ƥrst Henry County athlete to 
receive this honor.  He was selected through a 
nomination process that not only highlighted his 
dedication as an athlete but also as an active 
member of his community. 
 

Highlights from the weekend include: 
Bowling: 

Alex Eis - 3rd
 place 

Brayden Kuehner - 1st
 place 

Derrick Maassel - 4th
 place 

Jaeson Donnett - 2nd place 

Josh Babcock - 3rd place 

Linda Baser - 6th
 place 

Ashley Curtis - 4th place 

Traditional Volleyball - 2nd
 place - Domenik Neumeier, Vinnie Simon, 

Zach Parcher, Jacob Heath, Sammi Adkins, Lydia Kuehner, and Tyler 
Silveous 

Track and Ƥeld: 
Scott Michael - 1st

 place in 100m walk, 4th place in shot put 

Bob Rosebrock - 1st
 place in 100m walk, 4th place softball throw    cont’d... 
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Track and Ƥeld Continued… 

Kathy Michael - 5th place mini javelin, 1st place shot put 

Victoria Michael - 2nd
 place mini javelin, 3rd place shot put 

Virginia Michael - 5th place 200m dash, 4th place shot put 

Caty Kuehner - 1st
 place mini javelin 

David Rose - 2nd
 place mini javelin 

Tracy Rose - 2nd
 place mini javelin, 3rd place 400m dash  

Elijah Harris - 6th place standing long jump 

Keith Rose - 1st
 place in 400m dash 

Savannah Rose - 1st
 place 200m dash 

The 4x100 Relay team received 2nd
 place in their division 

Powerlifting: 
Aaron Delgado - 2nd

 place overall, 2nd
 place deadlift, 2nd

 place bench - total weight - 457 lbs 

Krysta Delgado - 1st
 place overall, 1st

 place deadlift (325lbs), 1st place bench (116lbs) - highest lifting 
  female at 2025 state games - at 441 lbs 

Anthony Delgado - 1st
 place overall, 1st

 in deadlift, 3rd
 in bench - total weight - 529 lbs 

Later in the month, we held the 2025 Henry County Special Olympics Golf Scramble at Ironwood Golf Course 
in Wauseon on June 22. This inclusive event welcomed golfers of all skill levels for a day of friendly 
competition and fundraising. Teams enjoyed a very hot and beautiful afternoon on the course while 
supporting our golf team.  
 

On June 26, we held our annual Athlete Banquet celebrating all our athlete’s accomplishments.  It was a fun 
evening with our athletes being the highlight.  
 

Some of the Special Awards Included: 
Cheerleading 

Heart of the Team – Logan Parker 

Victory Voice – Caitlin McCafferty 

Tumble Award – Caitlyn Kuehner 

 

Softball 
Best Teammate – Job and Lydia Knepper – always 

helping before, during, and after 

Home Run Hero – Skylar Miller and Jacob Heath 

Most Improved – Warren Ames 

Good Sportsmanship – Sammi Adkins  

 

Flag Football 
Silent Assassin – Tracy Rose 

FF Rusher – Domenik Salinardo-Neumeier  
Heart of the Huddle – Keith Rose 

Defensive Wall – Vinnie Simon 

Playmaker - Anthony Delgado 

Powerlifting 

Goal Achiever – Krysta Delgado 

 

School Age Basketball 
Best offense – Warren Ames 

Best defense – Utah Harris  

Hustle and Heart – David Rose 

Lady Cougars 

Hustle and Heart – Tyra Knepper 

Most Improved – Samantha Dorrington  

Queen of Assists – Krysta Delgado 

 

Mens Team 1  
Best offense – Keith Rose  

Best defense – Domenik Neumeier  

Most improved – Robby Bauer 



Mens Team 2 

Best offense – Zach Parcher 

Best Defense – Griffin Paradyse  

Hustle Award – Tyler Silveous 

 

Bocce 

Best offense – Zach Parcher 

Best Defense – Griffin Paradyse  

Hustle Award – Tyler Silveous 

 

Golf 

Longest Drive – Khristian Miller 

Iron Golfer – Jacob Heath 

Most Improved – Aaron Delgado 

 

 

We are proud to announce Juan Delgado as our 2025 Athlete of the Year! Juan 
exempliƤes true sportsmanship—always putting his teammates Ƥrst, oơering 
a helping hand, and giving his all in everything he does. His heart, dedication, 
and team spirit inspire us all. 
 

 

Upcoming events for the Cougars: 
Saturday, July 19 – Napoleon Cork and Keg Festival – all proceeds go to Henry County Special Olympics 

Tuesday, July 22 – Home softball game vs Williams Cty – Oakwood Park, start at 6 pm 

Tuesday, July 23 – Home softball game vs. Lucas Cty – Oakwood Park, start at 6 pm 

Tuesday July 29 – Home softball game vs. DeƤance Cty – Oakwood Park, start at 6 pm 

Tuesday, July 31 - Home softball game vs. Sandusky Cty - Oakwood Park, start at 6 pm 

Friday, August 15 – Hear Our Voice Music Festival – 4-10 pm – The Barn at Honey Blossom – sponsored by 
Life Guide Friends. 
 

As we move ahead in the summer months, remember to stay hydrated.  Don’t forget your water for 
practice.  Wear cool and light clothing to practice. And always bring your sunscreen. We always watch 
weather conditions throughout the afternoon before practices or games.  We will text as soon as possible if 
there is a cancellation.  If you ever have questions, just reach out to us. 
 

As always, please follow our Facebook page – Henry County Special Olympics and Young Athletes for all the 
latest Cougar happenings.  We have game information, fun facts, and share everything that is important for 
our athletes. 
 

Together, we are champions. Together, we are unstoppable.  
 

Coach Zach and Coach Renita 
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Track and Field 

Lightening Legs – Bob Rosebrock 

Relay Award – Most improved – The Rose Family 

 

 

Modified Volleyball 
Golden Nugget – Ashley Curtis 

Hardest Work – Breckin Maas 

Team Spirit Award – Collin Johnson 

 

Traditional Volleyball 
Floor Burn - Always reaching for the ball – Sammi 

Adkins 

Team Spirit Award – Jacob Heath 
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HARC Recreation Calendar—Youth 

July-September 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up (required)  Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

DATE EVENT TIME COST LOCATION 

Thursday, July 10, 2025 OSU Stadium Tour 7:30am-5:30pm $20 + money to eat OSU Stadium-Columbus 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 Ohio State Fair 8:00am-8:00pm $12+ money to eat Columbus 

Saturday, July 26, 2025 Musical "Descendents" 6:00pm-? $16+ snack money Napoleon Middle School 
Wednesday, July 30, 2025 Camp Palmer 8:00 am leave $250.00  Camp Palmer, FayeƩe 

Saturday, August 2, 2025 Return from Camp Palmer 2:00pm     

Saturday, August 9, 2025 Kings Island 7:30am-? $45.00  CincinnaƟ 

Sunday, August 17, 2025 Mud Hens 11:30 am-5:30pm $20+ money to eat FiŌh Third Field-Toledo 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 BINGO 6:00 pm-8:00 pm $5.00  HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Wednesday Sept. 10, 2025 Cook Night 5:00 pm-7:00 pm $5.00  HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Sunday, September 14, 2025 Mud Hens 12:00 pm-5:00 pm $20+ money to eat FiŌh Third Field-Toledo 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 Tigers Game vs. Atl 10:00 am-7:00pm $36 + money to eat Comerica Park-Detroit 

September 22-26, 2025 Lancaster Bus Trip 8:00 am leave   Pennsylvania 

DATE EVENT TIME COST Sign up required LOCATION 
Sunday, August 3, 2025 Camp Palmer leave 8:00 am $250.00 yes Camp Palmer, FayeƩe 

Wednesday, August 6, 2025 Return from Camp Palmer 2:00pm   yes HOPE 

Saturday, August 30, 2025 

Kids Picnic  at Oak 
Openings 

10:00am-4:00pm $10.00 yes Oak Openings 

Sunday, September 28, 2025 Kids Day at the Park 10:00 am-4:00 pm $10.00   TBA 

HARC Recreation Calendar 

July-September 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up (required)  Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 



Do you have an article or photos to 
submit ?  We are always looking for 
stories.  Submit items of interest to 

Keri Bunke: kbunke@henrydd.org 
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Reminder, you MUST be signed up for any fair activities.  

To sign up for the HARC Popcorn Booth contact Keri Bunke if you would 
like to volunteer to work a shift. 

419-599-2892 or kbunke@henrydd.org  

The Henry County Fair was established in 1853: The fair 
is celebrating its 172nd anniversary as of 2025. 

The fairgrounds feature a historic complex with buildings 
like the Nathaniel Hartman Log Home (c. 1860-1866) and 
the Emmanuel Lutheran One Room Schoolhouse & 
Museum (1897)  
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135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Scan Code to sign up 

for the newsletter! 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  discover, 

pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

Seeing Potential – Inspiring Opportunities 


