
October 2025 

Best of the Best – DSP Week 2025 
 

We are proud to recognize Rhonda 
Matheny as one of our Best of the Best 
DSPs for 2025! 
 

Rhonda was nominated by Christina 
Clark, who shared: 
 

 “She goes above and beyond every day 
to support us girls and make the right 
decisions each day. She is always 
involved with our daily skills. She 
encourages us to live the best life we can 
and live independently, making life 
easier to live in. She has always been 
there for us in bad times and the good 
times. She is very good at her job and 
willing to help when she can. She has 
very good skills and teaches us new skills 
all the time.” 
 

Rhonda, thank 
you for your 
dedication, 
compassion, 
and 
commitment to 
helping others thrive.  
 

You truly embody what it means to be 
the Best of the Best! 



 Celebrating National      

Disability Employment 

Awareness Month 

#NDEAM 
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Each October, organizations across the nation recognize National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM)—a time to highlight the important 
contributions of workers with disabilities and to reaƥrm a commitment to building inclusive workplaces. 
 

The 2025 NDEAM theme, “Celebrating Value and Talent,” reminds us that every person brings unique strengths, perspectives, and skills that enrich our 
workplaces and communities. Individuals with disabilities contribute innovation, dedication, and creativity every day, and when employers embrace inclusive 
practices, they unlock the full potential of this talent. 
 

This month, we also extend a heartfelt thank-you to our employer partners. Your leadership in providing opportunities, making workplaces accessible, and 
championing inclusive hiring practices ensures that individuals with disabilities are not only welcomed but valued. By doing so, you are helping to shape 
stronger organizations, a more equitable workforce, and a community where everyone can thrive. 

 

As we celebrate NDEAM, let us continue to recognize the value of every employee and the talent that ƪourishes when inclusion is prioritized. Together—
with the dedication of employers and professionals who lead by example—we move closer to a workforce where ability is always recognized, and opportunity is 
open to all. 
 

  Employer Appreciation Spotlight 

We would like to thank our employer partners for their dedication to inclusive hiring and workplace equity. Your leadership  creates opportunities that make a 
lasting diơerence in the lives of individuals with disabilities. 
 

All God’s Children Day Care  Amcor Rigid Plastics   Americold Logistics  

American Road Diner     Arby’s     Archbold Furniture  

Buơalo Wild Wings   Burger King/Napoleon & DeƤance Chief Supermarket  

Chiesa Construction LLC  Clubhouse Pizza/Holgate  Cooper Standard Automotive 

Dana Incorporated   Danuvial Service Solutions     Deshler Lanes   

Dollar General/Napoleon & DeƤance  Dollar Tree    Eastland Estates  

Easy Living LLC    Embassy of Swanton   Filling Home     
Henry County Courthouse  HOPE Services   Goodwill Industries  

HPJ Industries    JAC Products    Jersey Mike’s Subs  

Keller Packaging of Napoleon KK Collision    Kroger Marketplace     

Little Caesars Pizza   Love’s Travel Shop   Lowe’s Home Improvement   
Manpower    Marco’s Pizza    Mama Roses   

Mayville Engineering Company Mc Donald’s/Napoleon, DeƤance & Wauseon    

Napoleon Lynx   Northwest State Community College 

Ohio Guidestone   Ollie’s Bargain Outlet   Petro Travel Center  

Pizza Hut/Wauseon   Sauder Village    Spengler’s Restaurant & Pub  

Taco Bell     Talent Mgmt. LLC   Top Dog   

Tractor Supply Co./Wauseon  Wal-Mart/Napoleon & Wauseon  Wood County Board of DD 
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HOPE Services is excited to host our Trunk or Treat on Thursday, October 16th from 5–7pm at the Henry County Board of Developmental Disabilities!  

 We will have the mobile changing unit available for the community. 

 The State Bank will be here with their Gives Truck, serving up food and drinks for free will donation (cash only). 

 Icy Paw will also be here with shaved ice available for purchase! 
 

Email Keri Bunke at kbunke@henrydd.org if you are interested in having a trunk. Let’s make this year’s Trunk or Treat the best one yet! 
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Spina bifida is a type of neural tube defect that happens when a fetus’s spine and spinal cord don’t close properly during 
early pregnancy. 

The neural tube forms the brain and spinal cord during embryonic development. When it doesn’t close, it leaves a gap in the spine. 
This gap can affect the vertebrae, spinal cord and nearby nerves. In more severe cases, a fluid-filled sac may stick out through the 
opening. 

There are three main types of spina bifida: 

• Meningocele: A fluid-filled sac forms on the opening of the gap in the spine. It’s the least common type. 
• Myelomeningocele: A fluid-filled sac that contains part of the spinal cord and nerves forms on the opening of the gap in the 

spine. It’s the most serious type. 
• Spina bifida occulta: There’s a small gap in the spine, but it doesn’t cause a fluid-filled sac to form. Spina bifida occulta is the 

most common type. 
 

The exact cause isn’t fully understood. Experts believe a combination of genetic and environmental factors may interfere with how the 
neural tube develops in early pregnancy. When this process doesn’t go as expected, it can result in conditions like spina bifida.  
 

Like many other conditions, education about spina bifida and local support groups can be the greatest tools for managing the disorder 
and preventing further complications. 
 

These organizations will give you additional information on spina bifida:    

Spina Bifida Association of America        -submitted by Stephanie Jones 
March of Dimes National Office                    Information from my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/8719-spina-bifida                                                   

Know someone who 
would make an 

awesome volunteer? 

Share this opportunity 
with them and help us 
reach more individuals 

who are eager to make a 
diơerence! 

Are you passionate about 
creating inclusive and 

empowering experiences 
for individuals with 

special needs? Do you 
want to make a positive 

impact in your 
community? If so, we 

invite you to volunteer 
with us for our upcoming 

Special Olympics and 
HARC recreational 

events! 

Contact Zach Meister  for 
Special Olympics  at 

419-260-2176 or 

Randy Barnes for HARC  
Recreation at 

419-591-6798. 
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  Help Shape the Future of HOPE Services!   

We are creating our next Strategic Plan to guide how we serve individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families in Henry County. 

Your input is vital! By completing our short survey, you are helping us stay true to our 
mission and ensuring we continue to provide meaningful support, opportunities, and 
services. 

  Please complete the survey by November 1st, 2025. 

  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X5LV9H8 

Together, we can make a diơerence and build a stronger future for our community. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X5LV9H8
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Reminder!  

Don’t miss local author Brooke Ward at the Holgate 
Library Saturday, October 18th from 11 AM – Noon! 
 

She’ll be sharing her story and signing copies of her 
book. Come show your support and be inspired!  

 

Did you know NAMI has a free, online training 
course to empower professionals to support 
youth experiencing trauma in their work? Reg-
ister today and progress at your own pace!  

Sign Up at this link below: 

https://trauma-insight.nami.org/login 



 

Our  Voices of 
HOPE October 
Meeting will be 
volunteering at the 
HOPE Services 
Trunk or Treat 
Event! Voices of 
HOPE will be 
decorating a trunk 
and assisting as 
needed during the 
event! Our theme 
is Luau, so dress 

the part! We will have some extra accessories if you 
need anything (grass skirts and leis)  

Please bring a bag of candy to pass out at the event.  

RSVP to Keri Bunke so we know how many to expect! 

Call, text or email Keri Bunke 

419-599-2892 

419-966-3239 

kbunke@henrydd.org 
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Join Voices of HOPE 
for the 

November Meeting  
 

Please bring a canned good or personal care item. We plan to 
donate those to Together We Can Make A DiƯerence on behalf of 

Voice of HOPE.  

We look forward to seeing you there for food, fellowship, and the 
opportunity to make your voice heard! 

RSVP at this link: 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/qscx483/lp/
cddc1cdb-1718-4f3a-a2f5-9005e169a7ef 

 

Call, text or email Keri Bunke 

419-599-2892 

419-966-3239 

kbunke@henrydd.org 

 

Or scan the code to RSVP! 
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HARC REC CALENDAR-ADULTS 

October-December 2025  
Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up  and Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

DATE EVENT TIME COST LOCATION 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 Leaders Farm 4:00 pm- 10:00 pm $30 + $ to eat Leaders Farm 

Saturday, October 11, 2025 BG vs. UT football TBA $35.00 BG 

Wednesday, October 15, 2025 BINGO 6:00 pm-8:00 pm $5.00 HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Friday, October 17, 2025 Lee Greenwood Concert 5:30 pm-10:30 pm $30.00 Van Wert 

Wednesday, October 22, 2025 Cook Night 5:00 pm-7:00 pm $5.00 HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Wednesday, October 29, 2025 Halloween Dance/Party 6:00 pm-8:00 pm   Filling Home Gym 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 Walleye 3:30pm-9:30 pm $30.00 HunƟngton Center 

Wednesday, November 12, 
2025 

Cook Night 5:00 pm-7:00 pm $5.00 HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Friday, November 14, 2025 Hollywood Casino 5:00 pm-10:00 pm 

$ ? Bring your 
luck 

Hollywood Casino, Toledo 

Wednesday, November 19, 
2025 

BINGO 6:00 pm-8:00 pm $5.00 HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 Out to Eat & Movie 10:30am -4:00 pm 

$36 + money to 
eat 

TBA 

Saturday, November 29, 2025 Cinderella 1:00 pm-7:00 pm $36.00 Croswell, Adrian, MI 
Friday, December 5, 2025 Trans Siberian Orchestra 6:00 pm-10:00 pm $111.00 HunƟngton Center 

Friday, December 12, 2025 Zoo Lights 5:00 pm-10:00 pm $30.00 Toledo Zoo 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 Disney on Ice 1:30 pm-5:00pm $40.00 HunƟngton Center 

Wednesday, December 17, 
2025 

BINGO 6:00 pm-8:00 pm $5.00 HOPE AcƟvity Center 

Friday, December 19, 2025 MIS Lights 4:00 pm- 10:00 pm $5.00 MIS speedway 

 

HARC REC CALENDAR-YOUTH 

October-December 2025  
Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up  and Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

DATE EVENT TIME COST 

Sign up 
required 

LOCATION 

Sunday, October 5, 
2025 

Leaders Farm 4:00 pm-9:00pm 

$30 + $ to 
eat 

yes Meet at HOPE Services 

Saturday, October 18, 
2025 

Jurassic Quest 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

$25 + $ to 
eat 

yes Glass City Center 

Wednesday, October 
29, 2025 

Halloween Dance/Party 6:00pm-8:00pm   yes Filling Home Gym 

Sunday, November 23, 
2025 

Blippi Show 12:00 pm-6:00pm $35.00 yes Van Wert 

Saturday, December 
6, 2025 

Zoo Lights  4:00pm-9:00pm $30.00 yes Toledo Zoo 



Do you have an article or photos to submit ?  We are always looking 
for stories.  Submit items of interest to Keri Bunke: 
kbunke@henrydd.org
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135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Scan Code to sign up 

for the newsletter! 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  discover, 

pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

Seeing Potential – Inspiring Opportunities 


