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The HOPE Services Office will
be closed Friday, June 19  for

the Juneteenth Holiday.

th

We will re-open June 22nd at
8:00am
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
Visit the “Henry County Community Foundation in Napoleon, Ohio” Facebook page.
Find the Voices of HOPE Calming Kits for Community grant post.
Click LIKE on the original grant post.
Only likes on the original grant post count toward the voting!

Voting ends June 14, 2026.

Every like helps us move closer to receiving $500 to bring more calming kits to
individuals and families in our community.

SUPPORT INCLUSION. SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE. SUPPORT VOICES OF HOPE.

Scan the QR code or visit the Facebook post today and click LIKE!

HELP VOICES OF HOPE WIN A $500 COMMUNITY GRANT!

Voices of HOPE has been selected as a finalist for a Henry County Community Foundation Mini Grant, and we
need your help!

Our project, "Voices of HOPE Calming Kits for Community," would provide sensory calming kits for individuals
with developmental disabilities throughout Henry County. These kits include tools designed to reduce anxiety,
support emotional regulation, and improve focus during stressful situations.

The kits would be made available through law enforcement, first responders, local businesses, community
partners, and HOPE Services events—helping create a more inclusive and supportive community for everyone.
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Cook Night
sponsored by

HARC Inc.

This month’s Cook Night was filled with
great food, fun, and friendship as
participants worked together to prepare a
delicious homemade meal. The menu
included Million Dollar Spaghetti Alfredo,
broccoli, homemade garlic bread, and
marshmallow puffs for dessert.

Everyone had the opportunity to help with
meal preparation, cooking, and cleanup
while practicing important life skills such as
teamwork, following directions, kitchen
safety, and independence. The evening also
provided a chance to socialize and enjoy
time together around the table.

We were especially excited to welcome a
new participant to Cook Night. It was
wonderful to see everyone making new
connections and helping each other
throughout the evening.
Cook Night continues to be a favorite
activity, giving participants the opportunity
to build confidence in the kitchen while
creating tasty meals and lasting memories.

If you are interested in joining the group
sign up by contacting Randy Barnes at 419-
591-6798 or Trace at 419-906-0759. Hope
to see you next month!
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We are excited to share that Skylar has successfully
obtained his driver’s permit with support and funding
provided through Opportunities for Ohioans with
Disabilities (OOD)!

This is an important milestone that represents increased
independence, confidence, and progress toward future
employment and community involvement goals. Through
OOD support, Skylar was able to access the resources
and assistance needed to complete the permit process
and continue building valuable life skills.

Learning to drive can open the door to greater
opportunities, including employment, education, and
participation in community activities. We are proud of
the hard work and dedication shown throughout this
achievement and look forward to seeing what comes next
on this journey toward independence.

Congratulations to Skylar on this exciting
accomplishment!

Driver’s Permit Achievement Through OOD Support
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What Is Voices of HOPE?

Voices of HOPE is our self-advocacy group made up of
individuals who are passionate about speaking up for
themselves and others. The group focuses on building
confidence, developing leadership skills, and creating
opportunities for members to make their voices heard in the
community. Through meetings, activities, and special
events, Voices of HOPE encourages independence,
inclusion, and positive change for people of all abilities.

Interested in Attending Voices of HOPE Meetings?  Please reach out to Keri Bunke 
Call 419-599-2892 Text to 419-966-3239 or Email at kbunke@henrydd.org

Interested in Attending Voices of HOPE Meetings?  Please reach out to Keri Bunke 
Call 419-599-2892 Text to 419-966-3239 or Email at kbunke@henrydd.org

Voices of HOPE: Summer Kick Off BBQ

Voices of HOPE members gathered on May 29 for a fun and engaging Summer Kickoff & BBQ. The evening provided
an opportunity for self-advocates to connect, share ideas, and discuss important topics that impact their lives and
community.

During the meeting, attendees participated in conversations about current and future Voices of HOPE projects,
identified community needs, and discussed the importance of voting and civic engagement. These discussions
encouraged members to share their thoughts and perspectives while working together to make a positive
difference.

A special highlight of the evening was hearing from Chris Scarberry, Chris Buchhop, and Jessica Clapp, who each
took time to introduce themselves and share a little about their lives. Their willingness to speak in front of the group
helped build confidence in public speaking and demonstrated the supportive environment that Voices of HOPE
strives to create.

Following the meeting, members enjoyed a delicious BBQ dinner and spent time playing games, laughing, and
strengthening friendships. The Summer Kickoff was a great way to celebrate the beginning of the season while
continuing to promote self-advocacy, leadership, and community involvement.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the event a success. Voices of HOPE looks forward to
another exciting summer of advocacy, learning, and fun!
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HENRY COUNTY SPECIAL OLYMPICS

May has been a busy and exciting month for Henry County Special Olympics, filled with
competition, community support, and preparation as we head into the 2026 Special Olympics Ohio
Summer Games.

Our athletes kicked off the month competing at the Northwest Ohio Regional Games in bocce,
powerlifting, and track & field, where their hard work and dedication were on full display. From
there, they have continued training and preparing as they set their sights on the upcoming 2026
Special Olympics Ohio Summer Games in Columbus on the campus of The Ohio State University.

We also kicked off another season of softball. A big thank you to the City of Napoleon for allowing us
to utilize the local parks for practices and batting sessions. Having access to these facilities provides
our athletes with the opportunity to learn and grow in the sport. 

Thank you as well to everyone who
supported our Hawk’s Pizza &
Drive‑Thru Community Day on May 9.
Because of your generosity, over $450
was raised for our program. These
funds will directly support our athletes
as they prepare for Summer Games.

On May 15, we hosted our annual Law
Enforcement Torch Run, and it was a
tremendous success. Over 80 athletes,
along with community members and
supporters, participated in walking the
Flame of Hope from Pocket Park in
downtown Napoleon to HOPE Services. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to all
of the law enforcement agencies and
local partners who helped make this
event possible. Your planning, support,
and commitment to safety allow our
athletes to celebrate this special
tradition each year.

We would also like to give a special
thank you to the River City Rodders Car
Club for bringing out cars for our
athletes to enjoy during the Torch Run
—your support added excitement and
made the day even more memorable.
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� Upcoming Events 
June 8: Summer Cheerleading begins — 5:00–6:30 PM @ HOPE Services 
June 8: Paws in Motion Walking Group — 7:00–8:00 PM @ Oakwood Park (all welcome) 
June 9: Flag Football Assessments — 7:00 PM @ Oakwood Park 
June 10: Golf begins — 5:00 PM @ Napoleon Driving Range 
July 9: Athlete Banquet — 6:00–8:00 PM @ Filling Home Community Center 
July 16: Open Night Softball vs. Defiance County — 6:00 PM @ East Riverdowns Park 
August 12: Cornhole season begins (sign‑ups now open) 
August 16: Henry County Fair Parade 
August 29: HEAR OUR VOICE Music Festival — 4:00–10:00 PM @ The Barn at Honey Blossom 
August 30: 3rd Annual Henry County Special Olympics Golf Scramble — Ironwood Golf Club
(sign‑ups open) 

This month, we were also
proud to host the Life Guide
Friends Bowling Bash at River
City Bowl‑A‑Way. Athletes
from Henry, Wood, Erie,
Ottawa, and Sandusky
counties came together for a
day of bowling, fun, and
preparation for the upcoming
Summer Games. It was a great
opportunity for athletes to
connect, compete, and build
excitement for the weeks
ahead.

As always, we are incredibly
grateful for the support of our
community. Your
encouragement and
involvement make it possible
for our athletes to continue to
train, compete, and succeed. 

Don’t forget to join us for our
Paws in Motion Community
Walking Group, meeting
weekly on Monday evenings
from 7:00–8:00 PM at
Oakwood Park. This is open to
everyone—come walk,
connect, and be part of our
inclusive community! 
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Contact Us

HOPE Services Office                  419-599-2892
Special Olympics                          419-260-2176
HARC Recreation                          419-906-0759

Our Mission
HOPE Services is committed to creatively working
in partnership with eligible individuals and their
families to discover, pursue and achieve what is
important to them.

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race, color, creed, national origin, sex or age. 

Scan Code to sign up
for the newsletter! 

Find Event Calendars on our website.
www.henrydd.org/events
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