
HOPE Services newsletter is fully DIGITAL!

ù Stay connected in just a few simple ways:
Follow the link:
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/uTHCLmJ
View online anytime:
www.henrydd.org/resources/newsletters
Follow us on Facebook: HOPE Services – Henry
County Board of Developmental Disabilities

The next Board Meeting will be held

Wednesday, October 21st, 2026 at 4pm 

HOPE Services Activity Center
The HOPE Services Office will be
closed Monday, October 12th for

the Columbus Day Holiday.
We will re-open October 13th

at 8:00am

Following DSP Recognition Week, all of our DSP
nominees were entered into a random drawing and
Gibson was our lucky winner! Gibson received a
“Take a Break” Gift Basket filled with treats and a
$50 Walmart gift card.

Congratulations, Gibson!

Most importantly, thank you to ALL of the
incredible DSPs serving individuals throughout
Henry County and beyond. DSP Recognition Week
may be over, but our appreciation continues all year
long. Thank you for the difference you make every
day!

DSP Appreciation Week
Congrats to Gibson

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/uTHCLmJ
https://www.henrydd.org/resources/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/HOPEServicesHenryCountyBoardofDD
https://www.facebook.com/HOPEServicesHenryCountyBoardofDD
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Celebrating National Disability
Employment Awareness MontH

October is National Disability Employment
Awareness Month (NDEAM)! This important
month celebrates the many skills, talents, and
contributions that individuals with disabilities
bring to the workplace and our communities.

Struggling to find things to do. Fall is a good time
of the year to still get outside and have fun.
Northwest Ohio has plenty of season activities
for everyone to do.

Leaders Farms Corn Maze is open and has lots of
fun activities for everyone. These include their
Corn Maze, Jumbo Jumper, Human Foosball, Putt
Putt Golf, and GaGa Ball. They also have a scenic
hayride. They also feature BIG JACK the Pumpkin
Cannon! If you want a good scare, visit their
Scream Acres Haunted Cornfield!

Throughout October, we will be highlighting employment, inclusion, and the value of
individuals with disabilities in the workforce. Be sure to follow us on Facebook for daily
NDEAM posts featuring facts, employment successes, and ways our community can support
an inclusive workforce.

You may also see our NDEAM billboard around the community in October as we work to
spread awareness and celebrate the talents of individuals with disabilities.

Join us this October as we celebrate the theme “Celebrating Value and Talent” and
recognize that everyone has something valuable to contribute!

Another option outside of Henry County is Johnston Fruit Farms located in Swanton, OH. There you can
pick your own apples, pumpkins, flowers, strawberries, blueberries, and raspberries. They also make
cider and fresh donuts. 

Also located in Holland, OH is MacQueen’s Orchards. There you can also pick your own apples,
peaches, and vegetables. They also have a corn maze to go through. This season MacQueen’s is
offering Adventure Land for all ages. This includes a jumping pillow and fun slides. MacQueen’s also
offers a corn maze in the middle of the orchards. 

Lastly another place to check out is Hoen’s Orchard in Delta, OH. They offer a U-Pick of Apples and
Pumpkins. Also available are Autumn Squash: Acorn, Buttercup, and Butternut. Along with pumpkins,
Hoen’s has mini gourds. 

These are just a few options in Northwest, OH. There are lots more you can search for if interested!
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What Is Voices of HOPE?
Voices of HOPE is our self-advocacy group
made up of individuals who are passionate
about speaking up for themselves and
others. The group focuses on building
confidence, developing leadership skills,
and creating opportunities for members to
make their voices heard in the community.
Through meetings, activities, and special
events, Voices of HOPE encourages
independence, inclusion, and positive
change for people of all abilities.
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HENRY COUNTY SPECIAL OLYMPICS

September marks the beginning of fall, but it certainly didn't slow
down the Cougars! Our athletes have been busy wrapping up the
fall sports season while continuing to showcase their hard work,
dedication, and sportsmanship. One of the biggest highlights of
the month was the conclusion of our softball season, with
athletes competing at the 2026 Special Olympics Ohio State
Softball Tournament in Marysville. While softball season has
ended, many of our athletes are already hard at work preparing
for upcoming football and cornhole competitions, making this an
exciting time for Henry County Special Olympics. 

We recently hosted our 2026 Special Olympics Ohio Golf
Scramble, welcoming 19 teams, including several athlete teams.
We were also honored to have a team from Sandusky County join
us for the event. The day was filled with great golf, plenty of
laughter, and opportunities to build new friendships. Thank you
to everyone who participated and helped make the scramble a
success. 

We also celebrated our athletes during the 2026 Athlete Banquet,
where we recognized the hard work, dedication, and
achievements of all our athletes throughout the year. A special
congratulations goes to Alex Eis, our 2026 Athlete of the Year.
Alex has participated in basketball and is currently active in track
and field, cornhole, and bowling. He consistently demonstrates
outstanding sportsmanship, encourages fellow teammates, works
hard, and serves as a positive role model for everyone in our
program. Alex's dedication both on and off the playing field
makes him a deserving recipient of this honor. Congratulations,
Alex, on this well-deserved recognition! 

Our Athlete Leadership Team had the opportunity to give back to
the community by volunteering at this year's HOPE Foundation
BBQ Fundraiser. The HOPE Foundation is a local nonprofit
organization that supports individuals with developmental
disabilities by providing opportunities, resources, and assistance
that enhance quality of life and promote inclusion. Our Athlete
leaders helped keep the drive-thru moving smoothly by handing
out meals to guests throughout the evening. It is always
rewarding to find ways to serve and support our community.
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 Softball State Tournament Success

Our traditional softball team and several skills
players traveled to Marysville on September 19 to
compete in the 2026 Special Olympics Ohio State
Softball Tournament. Our Division II Traditional
Team had an outstanding performance, earning
Silver – 2  place in their division.nd

Several athletes also competed in individual skills
competitions with great success:

Dalton Kidd – 1st Place
Joey Kuehner – 4th Place
Robby Bauer – 5th Place

Congratulations to all of our softball athletes on a
tremendous season and an excellent showing at the
state tournament! 

Fall Sports Update

Football season is officially underway! We are proud to have two football teams
competing this year. Athletes have been working hard at practices and have already
begun their game schedules. Be sure to follow our Facebook page for season
updates, scores, and photos. Both teams are preparing for the Northwest Regional
Football Tournament on October 10 and will then head to the Special Olympics Ohio
State Tournament on October 24-25.

Our Cornhole teams have also been practicing hard as they prepare for competition. Athletes will
compete at the Northwest Regional Cornhole Tournament on October 4 at Ohio Northern University
before heading to the State Tournament on October 24-25.

Winter Sports Registration & Athlete Leadership 
Winter sports sign-ups are now open! Athletes interested in participating should contact Zach or
Renita to register. Winter sports opportunities include:

Basketball
Cheerleading
Swimming
Esports
Powerlifting

Please note that Adult Basketball Assessments are required and will be held on Wednesday, October
7, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at The Filling Home Gym.
In addition, we are currently accepting new members for our Athlete Leadership Program. Athlete
Leadership provides athletes with opportunities to develop leadership, communication, and
advocacy skills while serving as ambassadors for Henry County Special Olympics. Whether you enjoy
public speaking, volunteering, helping with events, or representing fellow athletes, Athlete
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Winter Sports Registration & Athlete
Leadership 

Winter sports sign-ups are now open!
Athletes interested in participating
should contact Zach or Renita to register.

Winter sports opportunities include:

Basketball
Cheerleading
Swimming
Esports
Powerlifting

Please note that Adult Basketball
Assessments are required and will be
held on Wednesday, October 7, from
5:00-7:00 p.m. at The Filling Home Gym.

In addition, we are currently accepting new members for our Athlete Leadership Program. Athlete
Leadership provides athletes with opportunities to develop leadership, communication, and
advocacy skills while serving as ambassadors for Henry County Special Olympics. Whether you enjoy
public speaking, volunteering, helping with events, or representing fellow athletes, Athlete
Leadership is a great way to make a difference. If you are interested in joining or learning more,
please contact Zach or Renita. 

Thank you to all our athletes, families, coaches, volunteers, and supporters for making this another
memorable season. We look forward to cheering on our athletes as they continue to compete, grow,
and represent Henry County with Cougar Pride! 

Stay connected with all the latest Cougar news by following our Facebook page, Special Olympics
Ohio – Henry County! We regularly post updates about home and away games, tournament results,
athlete achievements, fundraising events, volunteer opportunities, and upcoming activities. It's the
best way to stay informed and support our athletes throughout the year. 

While you're following along, be sure to mark your calendars and join us at the HOPE Services Truck
or Treat on Thursday, October 15. We hope to see our athletes, families, and community members
there for an evening of fun, treats, and Cougar spirit!

Everyone, have a wonderful fall.

Coach Zach and Coach Renita ��J#
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� A Big Thank You to Cindy Bruns! �

We are so grateful to Cindy for her incredibly thoughtful donation of homemade pillowcases for
individuals supported by HOPE Services! She dropped off a whole bag filled with beautiful

pillowcases she made herself, and we can’t wait to share them.

Cindy also shared that she has made thicker, comforting blankets for children in the past that have
helped provide a sense of calm, and she would be happy to make more for individuals who may

benefit from one.

If you know an individual or family supported by HOPE Services who could use a pillowcase or may
benefit from a comforting blanket, please reach out to us at 419-599-2892.

Thank you, Cindy, for sharing your time, talents, and kindness with our HOPE community!
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Contact Us

HOPE Services Office                  419-599-2892
Special Olympics                          419-260-2176
HARC Recreation                          419-906-0759

Our Mission
HOPE Services is committed to creatively working
in partnership with eligible individuals and their
families to discover, pursue and achieve what is
important to them.

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race, color, creed, national origin, sex or age. 

Scan Code to sign up
for the newsletter! 

Find Event Calendars on our website.
www.henrydd.org/events

Donate To Enrich The Lives Of Those We Serve

The HOPE Services Foundation was formed in 1999 and assists in
enriching the quality of life of children, youth and adults who are served
by HCBDD.

This is a Tax deduction 501 (c) (3) opportunities for families, friends,
neighbors to make a lifetime investment or leave a legacy in honor of or
in memory of someone.

At HOPE Services Foundation Inc, we know that change starts with
people like you. Every act of kindness, every dollar, and every moment
of your time brings us closer to achieving our mission. Together, we can
create a brighter, more compassionate world for all.

How you can help power our mission:
Donate: Every dollar counts. Contribute now to help us reach our
goal.
Share: Share our campaign with your friends, family, and on social
media. Your advocacy can amplify our impact.
Volunteer: Your time and skills can make an impact too.

Thank you for supporting our mission, your support is invaluable. Scan
the code below or: Click Here

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/donate-to-enrich-the-lives-of-those-we-serve
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